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Long Memories 
In New Jersey 
About 3rd Reich 

When I reported last month on 
Tacherim Soobzokov, a , resident of 
Paterson, N.J., who was accused of 
Nazi activities in Europe during 
World War II, it stimulated protests 
by anti-Nazi activists outside his 
home and threats against him and his 
family, 

Although my associate Bill Gruver 
interviewed Soobzokov and his lawyer 
extensively before our first report on 
him, and obtained information from 
immigration authorities and the Jus- 
tice Department, I feel that Soob- 
zokov is entitled to more space to tell 
his side of a complicated story. 

The controversy over Soobzokov 
centers on statements he made when 
he applied for entry to the United 
States in 1953 from Jordan, where he 
had fled after World War II. A native 
of the Soviet Union, Soobzokov, now 
57, became an officer in what was al- 
legedly a Caucasian unit of the Waf- , 
fen SS,- the combat arm of Hitler's 
storm troopers. 

Soobzokov acknowledged -this ques- 
tionable past when he applied for im- 
migration to the United States. But 
he insists, vehemently, that the SS 
unit he joined existed only as a cover 
and only on paper, and was organized 
by a former Albanian colonel who be- 


friended him. Soobzokov says he used 
his SS officer's uniform and travel 
documents to go to Hungary with a 
group of stateless refugees who were 
fleeing both the Nazis and the oncom- 
ing Russians in the closing months of 
the war in Europe. 

He blames his troubles on an at- 
tempt to discredit him by a political 
rival in the Circassian refugee com- 
munity in New Jersey, where he set- 
tled on arrival in the United States. 

Soobzokov claims, with some jus- 
tice, to be the most investigated in- 
dividual in the country. Yet the Im- 
migration and Naturalization Service 
dropped its case against him last year, 
and the Justice Department ended its 
investigation in January, informing 
Soobzokov that it intended to “take 
no further action against him” 

One Justice Department official ex- 
pressed the opinion that too much 
time and effort had been expended on 
the Soobzokov investigation, when 
there are many ex-Nazis living in this 
country with far more damaging ev- 
idence against them. 

For Americans, it is hard to figure 
out the truth in the charges and coun- 
tercharges that seem to fly continually 
among members of the European ref- 
ugee communities who found haven in 
this country after the nightmare of 
World War EL Memories fade after 36 
years, and dry official documents are 
not always reliable. 

Perhaps the most striking thing 
about Tscherim Soobzokov is his de- 
termination to seek public vindication. 


Headlines & Footnotes: The lat- 
est government figures on handgun-, 
related deaths show that in 1979," 10,- 
728 Americans were killed by hand- 
gups, compared with 52 such deaths 
in Canada, 48 in Japan, 42 in West 
Germany, 34 in Switzerland, 21 in 
Sweden and eight in Great Britain. 
Meanwhile, the National Rifle . Asso- 
ciation reports that in the two months 
following the attempted assassination 
of President Reagan, it had enrolled 
111,550 new members, bringing its 
total membership to 1,954,552, • 

• Officials at the beleaguered Fed- 
eral Trade Commission were outraged 
recently at what they took to be* not- 
so-subtle pressure by attorneys for the 
American Veterinary Medical Asso- 
ciation, who were upset by the FTC's 
investigation of possible monopolistic 
practices by the association. The law 
firm wrote that it “is now considering 
the forceful submission of its positions 
to Congress and possibly other audi- 
ences.” What the AVMA attorneys 
didn’t realize was that the FTC had 
already called off its investigation. 

• Costa Rica's energy minister, Fer- 
nando Altmann, at a recent luncheon 
with Saudi Arabian Oil Minister 
Ahmad Zaki Yamani, was discussing 
Costa Rica's hopes of solving its eco- 
nomic woes by searching for suspected 
oil reserves. He found the Saudi in- 
credulous at the fact that Costa Rica 
has no army. Yamani chewed; this 
over and observed: “Coeta Rica has no 
army and no oil. But if it finds oil, it 
will have to have an army.” 
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Correct play at trick one by the part- 
ner of the opening lead is often the key 
to successful defense. An example is 
today’s deal, in which East did not make 
the automatic play of “third hand high.” 
The hand arose in a rubber-bridge game. 

Technically, North should have raised 
to two notrump with nine high-card 
points. However, with four tens in his 
hand, he correctly felt that his hand was 
worth more than its nominal face value. 
Hence his raise to three notrump. 

Dummy’s ten of clubs was played on 
the opening lead. Had East covered with 
the queen, declarer would easily have, 
fulfilled his contract He would have won 
the trick with his king, after which he' 
would have led a spade, driving out! 
Easit’e ace. He would now have eight sure! j 
• tricks, and the ninth could be made Wf 
either clubs or diamonds 
But East did not put 
qwm Instead h* 


Both sides vulnerable. 
South deals. ' . 

NORTH 
, ♦ K 10 5 

■ ♦ QJIO 

♦ Q 10 8 2 

♦ J 106 


WEST 

♦ 9642 

♦ 853 

♦ K4 

♦ A932 


EAST 

♦ A8 

♦ 9842 

♦ 653 

, ♦Q864 


Here it is. 

West’s deuce of clubs opening, as’ his 
fourth-highest, announced' that West 
had exactly four clubs. Hence declarer 
had exactly two clubs. If declarer had 
the ace and king of clubs, then aothiag 
could be gained by playing the qum» 
(and if declarer bod 

winner). And if South 
dubs, ha could 
tricks whether 1 
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